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CALL FOR PAPERS ICOM Costume Committee Annual Meeting
Versailles June 29— July 3, 2020

The theme of the 2020 ICOM Costume Committee Annual Meeting is THE MAKING OF
LUXURY. Luxury in fashion is associated primarily with the richest. Kings, princes and
aristocrats competed with costumes that directly declared their status and wealth. However,
everyone, even a poor man, had their own concept of luxury to which he aspired. For the
lady of the court the highest quality cashmere wool shawl was a luxury, while for a middle
class woman an embroidered cotton shawl imitating it could be the dream object. The
Palace of Versailles is the best place to consider various aspects of creating luxury clothing.
Papers on following topics will be particularly welcomed, but do not hesitate to look for
another aspect of luxury in fashion up to the 21rst Century:

¢ Competition among monarchs — how to outshine other rulers?

* Luxurious extravagance

* Priceless materials and the most sophisticated techniques in the production of fashion

* The network and circuits of luxury production, trade and consumption

* Everybody wants a little luxury — cheaper imitations of luxurious costumes and fashion
accessories

* How to dress for church and the village fair? Luxury in folk costumes

Presentations should be around 15 minutes in length and delivered in English or French. As
there will be no translation, please make sure that your presentation will be easy to follow
for an international audience.

Abstracts of approximately 300 words should be submitted by 20 February 2020 to
corinne.thepaut-cabasset@chateauversailles.fr and should contain the following
information:

* Name

+ Affiliation

¢ ICOM membership number for ICOM members
» Email address

e Title and body of abstract

e Any special technological requirements (for example a Mac or PC for accompanying
images, video)



